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Greetings Rare Ones, 
As the voice behind the Rare Birds podcast I have the pleasure 
of delivering content to you each week with powerful 
entrepreneurial startup stories  from across the developing 
world.  After conducting over 100+ interviews, I have developed 
a collection of my top ten podcasts, which will provide lessons 
and tips for those seeking early stage investments and those 
willing to provide that investment.  

Please grab a cuppa, your pad and paper, and listen in as we 
journey into the various relevant topics necessary for you as 
you begin your investor/investee journey on the Rare Birds 
platform.  

Continue to stay rare, 
Jo-Ann xo 
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Good Startups Create 
Good Business Models! 

Rare Tip #1

Kitawa Wemo: Kenya

Background: 

A result driven and solutions oriented woman who founded  
MAMA Ventures to work with start-ups in Africa to become  
profitable and remain sustainable while thinking global. She  
has designed an entrepreneurship toolkit that helps  
businesses transition to growth and co-currently runs a social  
enterprise that educates young people and women in self help 
groups from rural Kenya on how to access opportunities. She  
successfully runs a dedicated B2B meet-up and platform for  
business lovers and owners in Kenya and Sri Lanka called the  
Mingle to create structures towards the goal of poverty  
alleviation in Africa.  She is also developing and building a  
strategy for SSA in big data analytics, fintech and artificial  
intelligence through business intelligence.

Episode:

Number 8: The Importance of Developing Business Models

LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kitawawemo/

Website:

https://mamaglobal.co.ke/

Listen here: 

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/podcast-
episode-8-kitawa-wemo-in-kenya-building-a-sustainable-
business-model/

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/podcast-episode-8-kitawa-wemo-in-kenya-building-a-sustainable-business-model/
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The Multipotentialite Entrepreneur! 

Rare Tip #2

Dr. Kuiljeit Uppaal: India 

Background: 

In about three decades of corporate work experience she has 
explored a diverse career path in Aviation, Education, IT, Image 
Management, Advertising, Media and Publication Houses, and 
is currently the CEO of Krea, her training and consultancy firm. 
Kuiljeit says, ”Continual introspection and retrospection are 
integral to the building of an evolved being. It is essential to 
have a burning desire to do something of your own that gives 
you happiness, if one wants to be an entrepreneur and that for 
me, is the genesis of an entrepreneur in the making.  The 
process of starting a business definitely needs the 
examination of one’s own conscious thoughts and emotions, 
capabilities and desires on one hand; and the skill of 
objectively surveying the past as a means of learning and 
futuristic implementation. Hence, introspection and 
retrospection are imperative when deciding to start a 
business."  More from Kuiljeit in this podcast.

Episode:

Number 12: Being a Multipotentialite Entrepreneur

LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/dr-kuiljeit-uppaal/ 

Website:

https://www.krea.co.in/

Listen here: 

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/podcast-
episode-12-kuiljeit-uppaal-in-india-entrepreneurship-and-
introspection/

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/podcast-episode-12-kuiljeit-uppaal-in-india-entrepreneurship-and-introspection/
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Turn Your Pain into 
Entrepreneurship Success! 

Rare Tip #3

Ann Davis: Colombia

Background: 

Venture with Impact is a program that engages professionals 
on a one-month skills-based volunteering program, allowing 
them to develop professionally, rediscover purpose, and in the 
process, provide a positive social impact.  The participants live 
and travel with a group of diverse remote professionals. 
Together, they dig deep into the local culture with access to 
local events and activities. Many learn the local language 
through immersion or through lessons. And each professional 
is matched with a skills-based volunteer project that aligns 
with their professional skills, interests, remote work schedule, 
and the needs of our local partner organizations.

Episode:

Number 28: How Illness Led to Entrepreneurship

LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/annelizabethdavis/

Website:

https://www.venturewithimpact.org/

Listen here: 

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/podcast-
episode-28-ann-davis-in-colombia-life-is-too-short-not-to-have-
it-all/

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/podcast-episode-28-ann-davis-in-colombia-life-is-too-short-not-to-have-it-all/
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Marketing Hacks for Business Growth! 

Rare Tip #4

Carla Williams 
Johnson-Trinidad

Background: 

She founded Carli Communications, which offers advertising 
and marketing advice to entrepreneurs and business owners 
who are interested in building a business in the ‘real world’. She 
considers herself an advocate for business men and women 
who were desirous of promoting themselves by offering sound, 
unbiased advice, focusing mainly on methods to identify ideal 
clients, online and offline approaches to boosting visibility and 
the creation of practical marketing campaigns designed to 
increase revenue.

Episode:

Number 42:  Marketing Hacks to Get Started

LinkedIn: 

 https://www.linkedin.com/in/carlicommunications/

Website:

https://www.carlimedia.com/

Listen here: 

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/podcast-
episode-17-carla-williams-johnson-in-trinidad-how-my-
challenges-gave-me-courage-to-fulfill-my-destiny/

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/podcast-episode-17-carla-williams-johnson-in-trinidad-how-my-challenges-gave-me-courage-to-fulfill-my-destiny/?lang=fr
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Entrepreneurs are Community Builders!

Rare Tip #5

Nedgine Paul 
Deroly-Haiti 

Background: 

The Co-founder & CEO of Anseye Pou Ayiti. She has experience 
in the non-profit sector with an emphasis on promoting equal 
educational opportunities for all children. Originally from Haiti, 
Nedgine moved to the U.S. at a young age and maintained 
ongoing leadership roles in community service and youth 
development programs, particularly within the Haitian diaspora 
community. Her previous roles at Achievement First, the 
Episcopal Diocese of Connecticut, and WorldTeach included 
opportunities to manage recruitment, tutoring, and governance 
duties, and development of a school principal residency 
program. In this episode we discuss building a movement of 
civic leaders, rooted in appreciation of culture, customs & 
community.

Episode:

Number 43: Building Civic Leaders through Entrepreneurship 

LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/nedgine-paul-deroly-67a98239/

Website:

https://anseyepouayiti.org/en/

Listen here: 

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/podcast-
episode-43-with-nedgine-paul-deroly-in-haiti-building-a-
movement-of-civic-leaders-rooted-in-appreciation-of-culture-
customs-community/

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/podcast-episode-43-with-nedgine-paul-deroly-in-haiti-building-a-movement-of-civic-leaders-rooted-in-appreciation-of-culture-customs-community/
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Entrepreneurs Don’t Play Small! 

Rare Tip #6

Vaneese Johnson-USA

Background: 

The Boldness Coach ™, is an Award Winning Global Speaker 
and Leadership Coach, Author, Certified Career Management 
Coach, Business and Personal Brand Strategist. 

She teaches, empowers, and challenges today’s professional 
woman to step into her Bold, Big & Bad ™ to up level her life and 
career choices and live with authenticity, authority and 
intention. 

Vaneese's clients include: BART, Genentech, Watermark, and a 
number of corporate and women leadership organizations. 

Episode:
Number 60 Being Big, Bad & Bold to Build your 
EntrepreneurialCareer

LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/vaneesejohnson/

Website:

https://theboldnesscoach.com/

Listen here: 
https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/podcast-
episode-60-with-vaneese-johnson-in-san-francisco-stepping-
into-your-bold-big-bad-with-the-boldness-coach/

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/podcast-episode-60-with-vaneese-johnson-in-san-francisco-stepping-into-your-bold-big-bad-with-the-boldness-coach/
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Build a Brand Based on Your Values 

Rare Tip #7

Psyche Southwell: 
St. Kitts & Nevis 

Background: 

The creator and editor of Economy of Style, produces 
narratives and visual content on fashion and style on a budget. 
She has appeared in several publications, including Redbook, 
Cosmopolitan, and Refinery 29.  She has appeared as a media 
personality in TV segments on NBC and CBS.  She has been 
named the best budget blogger in St. Louis, a top 5 black 
budget fashion blogger in the US, and a winner of Redbook's 
Real Women Style Awards. Are you interested in becoming an 
influencer?

Episode:

Number 71 Building a Personal Brand

LinkedIn: 

Website:

http://www.economyofstyle.net/

Listen here: 

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/podcast-
episode-71-with-psyche-southwell-from-st-kitts-nevis-building-
your-brand-in-a-digital-world/

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/podcast-episode-71-with-psyche-southwell-from-st-kitts-nevis-building-your-brand-in-a-digital-world/
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Rare Tip #8
Get the Law on Your Side!

Bruno Rodrigues: UK

Background: 
A solicitor and a director at the  law firm Cassadys Solicitors 
which is based in the City.  Bruno has extensive experience in 
providing legal advice and representation to the start-up 
community having previously been the exclusive legal counsel 
to the entire membership of the London Entrepreneurs 
Network, and now a mentor at Level 39 which is one of 
London's leading start-up incubators. From his deep 
understanding of the community Bruno has developed an 
approach that is accessible, flexible, hands-on and client 
focused.

Episode:

Number 99: Understanding Business Structures

LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/bruno-rodrigues-607649a4/

Website:

https://cassadys.co.uk/ 

Listen here: 
https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/podcast-
episode-99-with-bruno-rodrigues-in-london-understanding-
business-structures/

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/podcast-episode-99-with-bruno-rodrigues-in-london-understanding-business-structures/
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Rare Tip #9

Neud Tesfay: Ethiopia

Believe in Yourself Enough to 
Monetize Your Intellect! 

Background: 

Neud Tesfay the 22-year old Ethiopian Co-Founder of A to C-
Africa to China.  He currently lives in Nanjing, China where he is 
studying Software Engineering at Nanjing university of 
Aeronautics and Astronautics.  A to C aims to bridge the gap 
between the small and medium-sized businesses' in Africa and 
China.

Episode:

Number 104: Ethiopia: Scholarship to Entrepreneurship-African 
Students Creating Opportunities in China

LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/neud-tesfay-861b65141/

Website:

 https://www.drongo.tech// 

Listen here: 

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/scholarship-to-
entrepreneurship-african-students-creating-opportunities-in-
china-meet-neud-tesfay-from-ethiopia/

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/scholarship-to-entrepreneurship-african-students-creating-opportunities-in-china-meet-neud-tesfay-from-ethiopia/
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Rare Tip #10
Reimagining Business in the Digital Age! 

Kenroy George- 
Grenada: Jamaica

Melissa Powell: 
Jamaica

Background: 

Melissa is on a mission to facilitate nation building by zooming 
in on professional migration and its positive effects on the 
economics of individuals, companies and countries. This led 
her to create Pocmi Inc which is an HR and Immigration 
technology company focused on creating and bringing to light 
innovative ways to improve the movement of high skilled labor 
across borders, and co-create Block eM Ledger Consulting 
Group (BEML), focused on emerging technology solutions for 
the sustainable development of LAC. 
Kenroy brings 20 years of media and tech experience to the 
table.  He currently spends his days as the Founder of Cari, 
building out infrastructure for a self-sovereign identity and 
storage ecosystem in the Caribbean and Africa.  Working 
mostly as startups (KIT Digital, Thrillist, The Daily) he has 
sharpened his entrepreneurial skill set in the means streets of 
New York.   

Episode:

Number 111: Kenroy George & Melissa Powell: Grenada & 
Jamaica: Digital Transformation for Pan African Entrepreneurs

LinkedIn: 

https://www.linkedin.com/in/kenroygeorge/ 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/powellmelissa/ 

Website:

http://www.pocmi.com/ 
https://cari.gd/ 

Listen here: 

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/series-3-digital-
transformation-for-pan-african-entrepreneurs-a-collaborative-
series-with-kenroy-george-from-grenada-episode-111-in-
conversation-with-melissa-powell-from-jamaica/

https://rarebirdshq.com/rarebird_podcast/series-3-digital-transformation-for-pan-african-entrepreneurs-a-collaborative-series-with-kenroy-george-from-grenada-episode-111-in-conversation-with-melissa-powell-from-jamaica/



